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SPIRITUAL CALENDAR: 2"'Sunday after Pascha

Tone 1. Mat. Gos. 1. Epis. Acts 5:12-20; Gos. John 20:19-31

CHRIST IS RISEN!

Altar Boys: Anton Mortus, Mason Fuciu, Brayden & Skyler Sacu.

The Realism of Thomas’ Faith

Right after Pascha, in the bright week, we are read-
ing in church about the first emotions and questions of
the Holy Apostles and the 120 disciples, that were record-
ed in the Gospels and in the Acts of Apostles. We see that
the news of this extraordinary event came to the Apostles
by different venues. First bearers of the good news were
the faithful women. Secondly, Peter and John were the
first to go to the empty tomb. Then, Jesus appeared to
Luke and Cleopas in Emaus and the Apostles without
Tomas, in Jerusalem. When he heard the news, Thomas --
who was then absent -- refused to accept it unless he was
able to see with his own eyes the risen body of Jesus and
touch it with his own fingers. One week later, the Lord
came again in their midst and gave him the opportunity to
verify and confirm the reality of the Resurrection. The
unbelieving Thomas becomes strong in his belief and a
credible witness to the resurrection.

For his audacity of refusing to accept unless he sees,
generations have labeled him: “the doubting or the unbe-
lieving Thomas”. Faith is not an emotional response, but
rather an action of the entire human being: spirit, soul and
mind. His realism becomes a confirmation of the testimo-
ny of all the other first-hand witnesses. For this reason,
Thomas should be relabeled, not according to his first
reaction, but rather to his conversion: “My Lord, and my
God!”

Eight days after Holy Pascha, in the Orthodox
Church we observe the Sunday of Thomas. As we reflect
about his own reaction in front of this greatest miracles,
let us also revisit again our attitude toward the Lord Jesus
Christ, as our Lord and God. Let us finely tune our rela-
tionship with the Risen Lord, with Thomas’ faith realism.

Fr. Remus Grama

Epitropi: Group 2

HRISTOS A INVIAT!

Realismul Credintei lui Toma

Indatd dupa Pasti, in siptiméana luminati, citim n
biserica despre primele emotii si Intrebari ale Sfintilor
Apostoli si a celor 120 de ucenici mentionati in Evan-
ghelii si in Faptele Apostolilor. Notam ca noutatea aces-
tui eveniment extraordinar a parvenit Apostolilor din
diferite surse. Primii care au adus vestea invierii au fost
Femeile purtatoare de miruri. Al doilea, Petru si loan au
fost primii care au alergat la morméantul gol. Apoi, lisus
a aparut lui Luca si Cleopa in Emaus, precum si Aposto-
lilor fara Toma, in Ierusalim. Cand a aflat noutatea, To-
ma care fusese absent, a refuzat sa creada pana cind nu
va vedea cu ochii sdi si atinge cu degetul sau trupul
inviat al lui lisus. Dupa o siptdmana insa, Domnul vine
din nou intre Apostoli si 1i oferd lui Toma prilejul de a
verifica si confirma realitatea Invierii. Toma, cel care s-
a indoit, este acum incredintat si devine un vajnic mar-
tor al Invierii.

Pentru curajul siu de a refuza sd accepte fard sa

vada, multe generatii l-au etichetat ca: «necredinciosul
sau cel ce s-a indoit”. Credinta nu este doar un rdspuns
emotional, ci mai degraba al intregii fiinte: spirit, minte
si inimd. Realismul sdu confirma afirmatiei martorilor
de prima-mand. De aceea, Toma trebuie redefinit nu
doar dupd prima lui reactie, ci mai degrabd dupa
convertirea lui finala: « Domnul meu si Dumnezeul
meu ! ».
_ In amintirea acestui episod biblic, in a opta zi dupa
Inviere, Biserica Ortodoxa a instituit Duminica Tomei.
Reflectind la reactia acestuia in fata minunii Invierii,
este timpul ca si noi sd ne evaludm relatia cu lisus
Hristos, Domnul si Dumnezeul nostru. Sa ne acordam
legatura cu Domnul cel Inviat cu acelasi realism ca si
cea a lui Toma cel credincios.

Pr. Remus Grama



THE CALENDAR IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE!
POT INTERVENI SCHIMBARI IN CALENDAR!

THIS WEEK:
Sunday, April 27: (+)St. Thomas 8.30 am Matins; 9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
Saturday, May 3: NO VESPERS

NEXT WEEK:
Sunday, May 4: 8.30 am Matins; 9:30 am Divine Liturgy;
Parastas IMO David Riehl-Coffee Hour; 6:00 pm Hall Rental
Saturday May 10: 11:00 am Parastas Ioana Avram IMO fa-
ther Constantin Avram, Museum Tour

Parker Condominiums Become Reality

Last year, we informed you that 19 condominiums will be built
just South of our parish property, on the former Weber property.
Last week, our Vice-President Vasile Peicu and George Cantor, a
Parish Council member, with the blessing of Father Remus
Grama, participated in a meeting with the developer. We were
informed that construction will begin soon this spring. We will
spear you of other details but we want you to know that a high
fence will offer us protection from intrusion and pets. From time
to time, we will keep in touch with the developer.

Altar Boys for May 4: Aiden Balescu, Joseph Rudary, Marcus
Durlesteanu.

Epitropi: Group 1

Nursing Home

Earl Rindfleisch.....cecreeenreesnennne. Ohio Veterans Sandusky
Virginia CuCU.....coccorruennes Maple Ridge Senior Living, Willoughby.
Octavia Peicu......ccocoueeneenn. Altenheim Senior Living, Strongsville
Maria Mustea......cconeeemeeennees North Olmsted Recreation & Rehab
Pauline Trutza. ... Ennis Court
Mike HOltZ....oocreeereereereenrrins Parkside Villa, Middleburg Heights
(020 W2V E=0 1 o OO Mapple Heights Nursing Home
Kathy Dragomir................. Altenheim Senior Living, Strongsville

Thank You for Your Contribution to the Feast!

This year’s Paschal celebrations were beautiful! The warm
weather allowd us to do the outdoor processions according to
tradition. We thank the Lord Almighty for all the blessings.
Thank you to Parish Council for support and organization of
processions and distribution of Pasti; to the Ladies Auxiliary for
the Paschal Receptions; our Altar Helpers and Altar Boys; thank
you to Anamaria Sandu who decorated the Cross and organized
childrens’ activities; all those who assisted to decorate the Holy
Sepulchre or to arrange flowers for the Resurrection; certainly,
we thank ALL our loving and generous supporters! Special tanks
to our custodian, Radu Ciobota, who had to put up with many
services and very special needs. May the Lord bless ALL our
parishioners!

ALTAR BREAD - PRESCURI

e Simona Cismasiu IM tatilui meu Ioan si a tuturor celor
decedati din familie.

e Ana Mohan IM sotului George, a fiului George si a
tuturor celor dragi din familie mutati de la noi. Veti fi
mereu In inima mea.

¢ Alexandra in memoria celor decedati din familie.

May God rest them in peace! Dumnezeu sa-i odihneasca!

¢ Alexandra pentru sandtatea familiei mele (a sotului si a
copiilor mei).

e Lidia Ciobanu pentru sanatatea familiei.

¢ Gabriela pentru sandtatea familiei. Multumim Domnului
pentru grija care ne-o poartd si ajutorul dat ori de cate
ori am avut nevoie.

¢ Florica Cotrau pentru sanatatea familiei.

7 DAY VIGIL LIGHTS — NARTHEX

¢ Paraschiva Vasu & Family IMO loving husband, father
& bunicu Dumitru Vasu. Always in our hearts. Memory
eternal.

e Vasile Cucu and children Dan, Daniela, Nicoleta &
grandchildren Anthony & Alexandra IMO loving wife,
mother, and grandmother. Always in our hearts. Memory
eternal.

o Simona Cismasiu IM tatilui meu Ioan si a tuturor celor
decedati din familie.

e Gloria Haak in loving memory of my dear husband
Alfred, living with the Lord.

e Aneta & Valer Alba IMO Natalia & Virgil Scarlat.

e Ana Mohan IM sotului George, a fiului George si a
tuturor celor dragi din familie mutati de la noi. Veti fi
mereu in inima mea. Hristos a Inviat!(2)

¢ John & Elena Biliboaca IMO all family members fallen
asleep in the Lord. Memory eternal!

¢ Genie Ondercin In loving memory of my mother Eugen-
ia Utan. Memory eternal!

e Dorina D. Riscutta IMO parents Dora & George and all
deceased in Giurgiu and Riscutta families.

¢ Antoniu IMO Emilia Ilias, Lucia Ilias, Magdalena Ilias.

e Carmen Popa IMO my father Alexandru —Cezar. Rest in
peace. Memory eternal. Always in my heart.

¢ Gloria Haak in loving memory of my brother Gabriel.
May our Lord have mercy upon him always.

May God rest them in peace! Dumnezeu sa-i odihneasca!

¢ Simona Cismasiu pentru sanatatea familiei.

e Paraschiva Vasu-Family for the good health of our
family and God’s blessings.

e Dorina Riscutta for the good health of Riscutta &
Giurgiu families.

e Ana Mohan pentru sandtate, multumire si ajutor de la
bunul Dumnezeu la toata familia.

¢ Elena si Petre pentru sandtate - lonut, Andreea, Diana,
Bogdan, lulia, Mike, Landon, Logan, Luca, Ayan, fam.
Radu, fam. Popescu, toti fratii mei, cei care calatoresc.

¢ John & Elena Biliboaca for the good health of all family
and God’s blessings.

e Oster pentru sanatatea familiei si
multumiri lui Dumnezeu.

prietenilor cu



HELP US REPAY OUR LOAN!

Our capital repairs have been paid with
the help of a bank loan. During the last years,
we have been blessed to receive the support of
some of our members, who offered to pay our
monthly loan of $1,500. This helped us a lot
and we pray and hope that we can continue
this good practice in the year 2025.

Therefore, we entreat those of you who
have been more blessed than others, to pay the
loan for one of the upcoming months. If you
wish to do so, please send a check payable to
Saint Mary’s, for the above amount, with the
mention church loan. The list of donors will be
published in the bulletin.

May the Lord bless those who hear us out and
act on our need!

Apel:
SPONSOR PENTRU

IMPRUMUTUL BANCAR AL BISERICII!

In efortul nostru de a plati imprumutul
bancar al bisericii, am facut un apel catre
enoriagii §1 prietenii nostri, pentru sponsorizare
imprumutului lunar, in valoare de $1500.

Pana acum, am avut un raspuns foarte bun,
lar sponsorii nostri au fost recunoscuti in
buletinul sdptdmanal si1 in raportul nostru pe
anual 2024.

Daca altcineva mai doreste sd ajute in
urmatoarele luni, va rugdm sd ne anuntati, sau
sd scrietl un cec si sa-1 trimiteti prin posta, sau
sa-1 lasati la Epitropi duminica.

Va multumim tuturor pentru generozitate!

The Liturgical Marathon of Pascha

For 13 days in a row, our church offered uninterrupted
services to our parishioners. This was strenuous for Father,
our cantor, Gerald Largent and All Choir members, who
gave us their best. For this, we like to thank them for thier
reliability and dedication.

FROM PARISH COUNCIL

FAREWELL TO
FATHER AND P-SA REMUS
GRAMA

On May 17, our parish will honor our retiring
Priest with a festive Farewell Banquet. Invitations
have been sent out to members on our current
membership list. If you wish to participate, but
have not been invited, just call or come in the
office and secure you participation. In as much as
this i1s a catered event, we must have the
reservations in by May 7. Thank you for your
prompt response!

DE LA CONSILIUL PAROHIEI

Masa de Despartire de
Parintele si D-na P-sa Remus Grama

In 17 Mai, parohia noastri va onora pe
Parintele, care se va pensiona, cu o masa festiva.
Am trimis invitatii tuturor celor care sunt pe lista
de membrie curentd. Daca doriti sa participati, dar
nu ati fost invitat, puteti sa va faceti rezervarea
prin telefon sau venind la biroul parohiei.
Deoarece evenimentul se face cu un serviciu de
catering, avem nevoie ca rezervarile sa fie primite
pana la 7 Mai.

Va multumim pentru raspunsul Dvs. prompt!

CHAIRPERSONS:
VIOREL OANCEA
VASILE PEICU
GUS SECUE
FLORICA COTRAU
GEORGE CANTOR
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